Formulre are not the only omissions. The author writes : "I have said nothing about the selection system of forest management, because I have been unable to find any reliable data on which to estimate profitableness under this system " A very large proportion of the forests of the British Empire are managed on some form of selection system, and must continue to be so managed for a long time to come. Further, Hiley states that the financial aspects of forestry have not received in the past sufficient notice, " since the care for forestry has been based on the objective of general human welfare rather than financial gain, and emphasis has been placed on the indirect benefits which forest maintenance often confers ". In many of the forests of the British Isles the indirect benefits outweigh the direct financial ones, and a text-book should place the two aspects before the student. There are many good things in this book, but the omissions appear serious.
Electrical Power Transmission and Interconnexion.
By C. Dannatt and J. W. Dalgleish. (The Specialists' Series.) Pp. xi + 424. (London: Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons, Ltd., 1930.) 30s. net. THE transmission of electrical energy has now become a very important engineering problem. It is not surprising, therefore, that the literature on the subject is increasing very rapidly. The expert finds a difficulty in keeping abreast of the advancing tide of knowledge. Consequently, there is room for a book which describes the latest developments in the theory of transmission. This book is written by two capable engineers, and it is interesting to notice how they have collected, from the advanced treatises and papers they have studied, the theorems which have great practical value whether they are easy to understand or not. On p. 11, for example, we come across Maxwell's coefficients of capacity and potential. The schoolmaster in us objects, however, to such statements as" It will be obvious that p 12 = p 21 ". This kind of assertion we come across in examination papers. In these cases we take it to mean that the examinee does not see it himself but hopes that it is obvious to the examiner.
What pleases us most about the book is that it is thoroughly up-to-date, and that only really important practical theorems are given. There are some defects in methods of proof, but in no case, so far as we have noticed, is the defect serious. We confess to feeling annoyed every time we come across Kirchhoff's name spelt with only one h. One of the most valuable chapters in the book is on the relative value of earthing as compared with insulating overhead high tension networks. In Great Britain we generally use solidly earthed neutrals. In Germany they are earthed through Petersen coils, so called after their inventor, Prof. Petersen, of Darmstadt. At the present time, there is scarcely sufficient operating experience available to determine which system is the best ; but the authors state the problem clearly.
No Artschwager has prepared another dictionary of German-English equivalents embracing the wide field of terms employed in biological science. Owing to the extreme specialisation in biology which, as the author points out in his preface, "has increasingly narrowed the working sphere of the individual ", the need for accurate, easily found translations of the technical terms employed is obvious, since every worker must needs keep abreast with related aspects of his own branch of natural science.
The book contains lists of abbreviations used, the common German abbreviations, irregular verbs, metrical equivalents, references used in compilation, as well as the dictionary itself. At the end of the book are six plates dealing with the morphology of plants and animals, which enable the reader to see at a glance the required equivalent, since the drawings are numbered and the key faces the illustrations. Dr. Artschwager is to be congratulated on producing a book so comprehensive in scope ; and the publishers on the clear printing. The book is strongly recommended to those who have little knowledge of German technical terms which are employed in the various aspects of biological science. Knopf, Ltd., 1930.) 21s. IT is difficult to imagine the audience for which this book is intended. It purports to be the outcome of an attempt to show " psycho-analysis as one of the scientific approaches to understanding of personality in a projected manual of methods of personality study ", and the maze of material prompted the authors to compile "an organised statement of what had been contributed to date in psycho-analysis". On the left-hand page are given what are considered to be the orthodox theories as presented by Freud, while on the right-hand page are the various modifications suggested by other writers. The result, while being an admirable testimonial to the patience of the compilers, can scarcely be called useful. For serious students the best approach is the original work of first-hand exponents, while for those who want to get a general idea of such work there are innumerable popular manuals ; if it is to be considered as a reference book, then far more bibliographical references are needed. Neither the structure nor the meaning of any subject can be adequately presented in this way.
